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QI/QA vs. Research 

Definitions:  
Research: A systematic investigation designed to develop and contribute to generalizable knowledge.  This means the information would be widely and universally applicable to similar institutions.  

Quality Improvement/Quality Assurance: To assess or promptly improve a process, program, or system; or improve performance as judged by accepted/established standards in a specific clinic/unit/location. Encouraged to share insights with the institution and externally, when applicable. This could be in the form of a publication or poster that is not promoted as “research.”  
Examples of QI project goals:
· Implementing a new patient education program and evaluating whether it improves patient understanding or adherence. 
· Testing a workflow change (e.g., streamlined handoffs) to reduce medication errors. 
· Introducing a new screening checklist and tracking whether it increases compliance. 
· Training staff on a new documentation practice and measuring whether charting accuracy improves. 
For more information, review the: 
HRP-820 Investigator Guidance – QI/QA, located at https://my.ahu.edu/academics/research/guides-and-forms/application-documents. 






















IRBNet ID: TBD by AH, not by Investigators
Principal Investigator (PI) Name (Faculty or Faculty Mentor): NOTE: Students are not allowed to be listed as PIs. 
PI OPID:


Answer the following questions by providing clear, objective responses with thorough explanations appropriate for an Institutional Review Board (IRB). Use as much space as necessary to ensure completeness and clarity. 


1. Project Objectives, Intent, and Rationale for your project not to be considered Research. 
Answer: 



2. What observations or prior scientific findings serve as the basis for this project?
Answer: 



3. Why is it important to conduct the project?
Answer: 



4. How will the project be conducted?
Answer: 



5. How will results be analyzed?
Answer: 
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